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Given current political, economic, and other conditions, select three strategies that you believe 

are most likely to generate sufficient support to result in increased energy savings from utility-

sponsored energy efficiency programs over the next five years.

METHODOLOGY: REGULATORY

• Establishing or reforming energy efficiency performance incentives and/or cost recovery for regulated 

utilities

• Developing alternative rate designs (such as time of use rates) to adapt to or support higher levels of 

energy efficiency and other distributed energy resources

• Enabling access to energy usage data by customers and third parties to enable the provision of energy-

related products and services

• Cost-effectiveness testing that includes a more balanced accounting of costs and benefits for utility-

offered energy efficiency programs



Please explain why you chose the three strategies above. In addition, please share any 

questions you would like to direct toward regulators or other decisionmakers regarding those 

strategies.

METHODOLOGY: REGULATORY

• Establishing or increasing mandatory energy efficiency savings targets for regulated utilities

• Providing universal financing mechanisms (PACE, PAYS, other) that complement existing ratepayer-

funded utility energy efficiency programs

• Partnering with other sectors (such as healthcare or the insurance industry) to leverage additional 

funding to support ratepayer-funded utility energy efficiency programs

• Other

• Not applicable/I don’t know



Given the current economic, political and cultural landscape, the non-regulatory actor with the greatest potential 
to drive energy savings in the region is:

METHODOLOGY: NON-REGULATORY

• Cooperative utilities

• Municipal utilities

• Other

• Not applicable/I don’t know

• State or local energy planning efforts

• State or local Lead by Example programs

• Financial incentives or financing for energy 

efficiency upgrades 

• Adoption or enforcement of more stringent building 

energy codes

• Local government

• State energy offices

• State legislatures

• State governor’s offices

The strategy this actor would employ that is most likely to increase energy savings above current levels is:

• Energy benchmarking or transparency requirements for buildings

• Initiatives to improve access to electric transportation

• Energy audit or retrofit requirements for existing buildings

• Local government-utility partnerships

• Other



What is the next step that you believe needs to be taken to implement this strategy? Please 
include any other information you wish to share about your choice, including if you had a 
particular state in mind when making your decision.

METHODOLOGY: NON-REGULATORY

• Limited: This would increase energy savings at the local level in one or more jurisdictions

• Modest: This would increase energy savings at the state level in one or more states

• Significant: This would increase energy savings at the regional level

The potential for this strategy to scale is:



PARTICIPANT DEMOGRAPHICS

49
RESPONSES



PARTICIPANT DEMOGRAPHICS

12.2% Utility: Investor-Owned

4.1% Utility: Cooperative

8.2% Utility: Municipal

14.3% State government (Non-regulatory)

2.0% Local government

18.4% Non-Profit Organization

6.1% Academia

12.2% Energy efficiency product 

or service provider

4.1% Manufacturer

16.3% Other (Write-in)

2.0% Utility Regulator or Regulatory Staff



SURVEY RESULTS: REGULATORY



SURVEY RESULTS: REGULATORY

1. Establishing or reforming energy efficiency performance incentives and/or cost recovery for regulated utilities



SURVEY RESULTS: REGULATORY

2. Developing alternative rate designs (such as TOU rates) to adapt to or support higher levels of 

EE and other DERs



SURVEY RESULTS: REGULATORY

3. Establishing or increasing mandatory EE savings targets for regulated utilities



SURVEY RESULTS: REGULATORY

4. Enabling access to energy usage data by customers and third parties to 

enable the provision of energy-related products and services



SURVEY RESULTS: REGULATORY

5. Cost-effectiveness testing that includes a more balanced 

accounting of costs and benefits for utility-offered EE programs



SURVEY RESULTS: REGULATORY

Please explain why you chose the three strategies above. In addition, please share any questions you would 

like to direct toward regulators or other decisionmakers regarding those strategies.

• “Free market” solutions were seen as a high priority

• Respondents identified a need for solutions that 

accommodate technological advances and customer 

preferences

• Financial performance incentives were viewed as a win-win

• Rate design solutions were also highlighted, but respondents 

noted that they must be coupled with data access and 

programs that allow customers to respond and control their 

energy usage



SURVEY RESULTS: REGULATORY

Slido Poll
Given current political, economic, and other conditions, select the one regulatory strategy you believe is most likely 
to generate sufficient support to result in increased energy savings from utility-sponsored energy efficiency programs 
over the next five years. 

1. Establishing or reforming energy efficiency performance incentives and/or cost recovery for regulated utilities

2. Developing alternative rate designs (such as time of use rates) to adapt to or support higher levels of energy efficiency 

and other distributed energy resources

3. Establishing or increasing mandatory energy efficiency savings targets for regulated utilities

4. Enabling access to energy usage data by customers and third parties to enable the provision of energy-related products 

and services

5. Cost-effectiveness testing that includes a more balanced accounting of costs and benefits for utility-offered energy 

efficiency programs



SURVEY RESULTS: NON-REGULATORY

Given the current economic, political and cultural landscape, the non-regulatory actor with the greatest potential to 
drive energy savings in the region is:

11.1% State Governors’ Offices

22.2% State Energy Offices

1.9% State Environmental Agencies

7.4% Cooperative Utilities

3.7% Municipal Utilities20.4% State Legislatures

20.4% Local Government

11.1% Other

1.9% N/A or I don’t know



SURVEY RESULTS: NON-REGULATORY

State Energy Office Strategies

1. Energy benchmarking and 

transparency requirements for 

buildings

• Potential to Scale: Modest (67%)

• Significant (33%)

2. Financial incentives or financing for 

energy efficiency upgrades

• Modest (50%)

• Significant (50%)



SURVEY RESULTS: NON-REGULATORY

Local Government Strategies

1. Adoption or enforcement of more 

stringent building energy codes

• Potential to Scale: Limited (40%)

• Modest (20%)

• Significant (40%)

2. State or local energy planning efforts

• Limited (67%)

• Modest (33%)



SURVEY RESULTS: NON-REGULATORY

State Legislature Strategies

1. State or local energy planning efforts

• Potential to Scale: Modest (100%)

2. Adoption or enforcement of more stringent 

building energy codes

• Modest (100%)

3. Financial incentives or financing for energy 

efficiency upgrades

• Significant (100%)



SURVEY RESULTS: NON-REGULATORY

State Legislature Strategies

1. State or local energy planning efforts

• Potential to Scale: Modest (100%)

2. Adoption or enforcement of more stringent 

building energy codes

• Modest (100%)

3. Financial incentives or financing for energy 

efficiency upgrades

• Significant (100%)



SURVEY RESULTS: NON-REGULATORY

What is the next step that you believe needs to be taken to implement this strategy? Please include any 

other information you wish to share about your choice, including if you had a particular state in mind when 

making your decision.

• Respondents saw opportunities for all leading actors 

(local governments, state energy offices and 

legislatures) to play a role in advancing building energy 

codes.

• Providing resources and information to elected officials 

about options and alternatives was a consistent theme.

• Other key strategies included business, partnerships and 

other sorts of collaboration.



SURVEY RESULTS: NON-REGULATORY

Slido Poll: 

Given the current economic, political and cultural landscape, the non-regulatory actor with the greatest 
potential to drive energy savings in the region and the one most impactful strategy they might use is:

1. Local government: Adoption or enforcement of more stringent building energy codes (5)

2. State legislature: State energy planning efforts (4)

3. State energy offices: Energy benchmarking and transparency requirements for buildings (3)

4. State energy offices: State energy planning efforts (2)

5. State energy offices: Financial incentives or financing for energy efficiency upgrades (2)

6. Local government: Local energy planning efforts (2)



PANEL DISCUSSION AND Q&A

Go to sli.do and type in code 

#SEEA19 to submit your questions



Log Continuing Education Hours

See a SEEA staff member following the 
session to provide your information to 
claim CE hours for USGBC credentials. 


